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Dennis Stroughmatt et L’Esprit Creole 
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Program 
Performers: Dennis Stroughmatt (fiddle & vocals),  

Jim Willgoose (upright bass & vocals), and Doug Hawf (guitar & vocals) 
 

 

Program Notes 
     Fingers and bow flying, Dennis Stroughmatt takes listeners on a musical odyssey not so different from 
his own musical journeys into Upper Louisiana Creole culture.  Taught to play fiddle by local Creole 
fiddlers living along the Mississippi River near St. Louis, Dennis is now the authority on this regional 
pocket of American antiquity.  A vibrant blend of Celtic, Canadian and Old Time sounds, this unique music 
bridges gaps between contemporary Canadian and Louisiana Cajun styles. Preserved by families in the 
Ozark foothills, the music remains largely intact and true to the traditions that have been passed down over 
three centuries.  
     Dennis performs with Jim Willgoose, a long-time musician with a PhD in philosophy and former touring 
member of the band NRBQ.  Jim currently teaches at the Kaskaskia Community College in Centralia, IL.  
Doug Hawr, from southeastern Illinois near the Wabash River, runs his music store and teaches music. He 
performs with his family bluegrass band as well as with the Vincennes University string ensemble.  

	
  
The	
  2015-­‐2016	
  Concerts	
  for	
  Kids	
  season	
  is	
  dedicated	
  to	
  the	
  memory	
  of	
  

Michael	
  Reiniger,	
  District	
  65	
  music	
  educator.	
  

1.  Au Bois Mesdames  
2.  Old Man Lachance  
3.  Grandmere se Plainte  
4.  Toutes a des Dames 
5.  D'ou Viens Tu  
6.  Jury Baker  

7.  Tout Tout  
8.  Chevalier de la Table Ronde  
9.  Valse Miniut  
10. Grand Mallet 
11. Robart's Reel 
12. Le Beau Mardi Gras  



	
   	
  
	
   	
   	
  

	
  

	
  

Thank you to all of our generous donors. Contributions over $75.00 sent to us from individuals, 
families, and organizations 2014-2015 are gratefully acknowledged below:  

The Evanston In-School Music Association (EISMA) is a not-
for-profit community organization established in 1971. Our 
Concerts for Kids series brings professional musicians to perform 
for elementary and middle school students in local public, special 
education, and private schools.  
 

Evanston children from 19 schools experience  
18 different genres of live music performance  

over the course of their K-8 education 
 
 

 
 

EISMA’s programs are funded by donations from individuals, 
families, local businesses, community organizations, participating 
schools’ PTA’s, foundations, and grants. For more information, 
and a list of past performers, please visit  

 
EISMAconcerts.org  

facebook.com/eismaforkids 

Symphony Orchestra  
(over $1000) 

Evanston Arts Council 
Heather McClelland 
NCJW Chicago North Shore 
North End Mothers Club 
Wendy Gray Raven 
Rubens Family Foundation 
 

Chamber Orchestra 
(over $200) 

Ellen Frolichstein 
Cathy & Nitin Jain 
Robert P. Knight 
Carolyn & Pete Mattox 
Mitchell Milner  
   & Martha Meyer  
Nancy & Barney Straus 

Ensemble 
($75-$199) 

Robert & Patricia Bastian 
Ceil & Guy Bouchet 
Neal Brady &  
   Theresa Quattrocki 
Richard Brannon  
   & Daiva Valaitis 
Catherine Brubaker 
Jennifer Chisholm 
Nancy Cunniff &  
   Alan Zunamon  
Ron & Linda Damashek 
Mark and Julianne 
   Stephens Dieterich 
Rich & Ingrid Dubberke 
Elaine & Timothy       
   Feddersen 
David & Beverly Fisher 

Susan R. Frolichstein 
Dawn & Todd Gale 
Elizabeth Goodbody 
Ian Hurd 
Carol Janossy 
James Janossy, Jr. 
Donald & Susan Jeffers 
Matt Jones 
Suzanne & Dan Kanter 
Rachel Kaplan 
Hilary & John Kennedy 
John & Kristine Kelsh 
Maureen &  
    Christopher Kenney 
Susan Knight  
   & Larry Jones 
Lucy & Brian Lubinsky 
Shayle Miller  
   & Jin Soo Kim 

This organization is partially funded by the City of Evanston, in partnership with the Evanston Arts Council, and 
the Illinois Arts Council, a state agency.   

Irene Moore 
Daniel & Trina Orbach 
M.S. Pettersen 
Charles & Kathleen   
   Quattrocchi Brady 
Gregg Raus 
Mary Theresa Reed 
Pam Smith 
Erik Snapp 
Valerie Herzfeld Weiss    
   & Robert Weiss 

* 
A Special Thank You to 
the PTA’s and PTO’s of 
each of the District 65 
schools, Pope John XXIII, 
and St. Athanasius for 
partnering with us to 
present this Concerts for 
Kids series. 
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The Concerts for Kids 2015-2016 season is 
dedicated to the memory of  

Michael Reiniger 
 

     Mr. Reiniger was a strong advocate for music 
education in Evanston/Skokie School District 65, 
where he was the music teacher at Orrington 
Elementary School and band teacher at Walker 
Elementary School. 
     Wanting to bring the joy of live music to all 
Evanston children, Mr. Reiniger joined the EISMA 
board in 1995. Over the course of twenty years, he 
served as EISMA’s president, treasurer, vice-president 
of education, and most recently, as a member of the 
advisory board. Mr. Reiniger's enthusiasm and passion 
for music education will be greatly missed. 


